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ABSTRACT 



In a reproduced color correction system, a photometer 
measures external illuminant light and sends a measured 
result to a workstation. The workstation determines the type 
of an illuminant on the basis of the measured result and 
sends a selection signal and corresponding colorimetric 
value data to a neural network management unit. The neural 
network management unit is provided with a plurality of 
neural networks associated with types of illuminants. The 
neural network selected according to the selection signal 
converts the colorimetric value to a color separation value 
according to a post-learning transformation function. A color 
printing device outputs a color image on the basis of the 
generated color separation value. Thus, the neural network 
associated with the illuminant used for observation reference 
is selected, and appropriate color transformation is per- 
formed. Accordingly, even if the viewing condition is 
changed, color matching can be performed so that observed 
reproduced colors are unchanged. 



14 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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APPARATUS FOR REPRODUCING COLOR 
IMAGES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to a reproduced 
color correction system for correcting a reproduced color of 
a printed matter, and more particularly to a reproduced color m 
correction system for correcting a reproduced color of a 
printed matter so that a perceptual color of the printed matter 
may be the same even under illuminant with different color 
temperatures or non-standard illuminant. 

2. Description of the Related Art ]$ 
In the prior art, there has been a technical object to exactly 

reproduce a color of a printed matter under a single standard 
illuminant such as D50 or D65. In other words, convention- 
ally, color evaluation or color matching of a printed matter 
is performed under a single standard illuminant 20 

On the other hand, a color of a printed matter observed 
under a specific standard illuminant is observed as a different 
color under non-standard illuminant or other standard illu- 
minant. In the prior art, however, it has not been required so 
much to evaluate a color under an illuminant different from 25 
a specific b'ght source. Thus, there has been no technical 
object to perform color matching so that a color of a printed 
matter may be the same even if a reference standard illu- 
minant for observation is changed. At present, few tech- 
niques have been developed to correct a color of a printed 30 
matter so that the color may be observed as the same even 
under various standard fllurninants, and not under a single 
standard illuminant. 

With recent development of simplified color printing 
machines such as a color printer in color desk top publishing 35 
(DTP) color printed matters have been used for various 
purposes. Specifically, it has been required that color printed 
matters be observed under various viewing condition. At the 
same time, it has been required that a reproduced color be 
corrected when viewing condition are changed, so that a 40 
perceptual color of a printed matter may be the same. 

At present, it is necessary not only to perform color 
matching under specific illuminant, but also to correct a 
color of a printed matter when the specific illuminant is 4J 
optionally changed, so that it may be observed as the same 
as before the change of the illuminant. 

In an example of a conventional color transformation 
technique for color matching, a neural network has been 
utilized. By making use of the neural network, a desired 50 
color is reproduced with high accuracy under a specific 
illuminant. For example, even when colors are reproduced 
by color printers with different chemical characteristic of the 
colorant or mechanical characteristic of the pinter, matters of 
the same colors can be obtained. A procedure of using the 33 
neural network in this case will be described below. By way 
of example, a multilayered feed-forward type neural net- 
work having a learning function is used. 

FIG. 1 shows an example of a color transformation 
technique using the neural network. As is shown in FIG. 1, 60 
for example, coordinate values (or colorimetric values) 11 in 
a uniform color space such as "L*a*b*" or "L*u*v*" are 
provided. These coordinate values are set with a specific 
standard illuminant used as a reference illuminant The 
"L*a*b* M or "L*u*v*" is a color system specified by the 65 
Commission Internationale de I'Eclairage (CIE). Coordinate 
values 12 are output as electric signals capable of being 
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processed by a computer. On the other hand, the neural 
network 1 has a learning function. By using the learning 
function, desired color transformation can be realized. The 
neural network 1 is prepared for a specific standard illumi- 
nant, and the training of the neural network is performed 
with respect to the specific illuminant. The coordinate values 
11 are converted to the coordinate values 12 of "RGB", 
W, "CMYK", etc. by the neural network 1. 

At the time of learning, some samples colors, of which 
pre-transformation coordinate values 11 and corresponding 
coordinate values 12 are known in advance, are used. At 
first, fire-transformation coordinate values, the post-trans- 
formation coordinate values of which are already known, are 
given to an input layer la of the neural network. Subse- 
quently, the post-transformation coordinate values are given 
to an output layer lc of the neural network as teacher signals. 
On the basis of these given coordinate values, the learning 
is performed for some sample colors. After completion of 
the learning, the connection weight among neurons is deter- 
mined. Thus, the coordinate values 11 are converted to the 
coordinate values 12 by the neural network which has 
completed the learning. Based on the coordinate values 12, 
a desired reproduced color is obtained. 

As has been described above, by using the neural net- 
work, a more exact reproduced color can be obtained under 
a specific standard illuminant 

Another example of the color transformation technique is 
a look-up table method. As is shown in FIG. 2, a three- 
dimensional input/output space is provided. Each of the 
three axes defining the input/output space is equally divided 
into several regions. Specifically, four regions are made as 
shown in FIG. 2. Thus, in the input/output space, 5x5x5= 
1 25 lattice points are defined. A three-dimensional LTJT for 
defining the correspondency between an input color and an 
output color at each lattice point is prepared. If an input color 
to be converted corresponds to a lattice point, an output 
color is derived according to the definitions on the table. If 
there is no lattice point corresponding to the input color to 
be converted, an interpolation value P in a space defined by 
input data items A to H of eight points arranged discretely to 
surround the position of the input color is obtained. Based on 
the obtained interpolation value, an output color is obtained. 
The color transformation technique using the look-up table 
method is disclosed in, c.g. U.S. Pat. No. 4,275,413. A prism 
interpolation method, which will be described later, is an 
interpolation method used in the look-up table method 
accompanied with an interpolation. 

As has been described above, color evaluation or color 
matching of a printed matter is normally performed under 
specific illuminant In this case, by making use of the neural 
network or look-up table method, color transformation for 
color matching can be performed exactly. On the other hand, 
at present, there is a demand that exact color matching be 
performed so that the color of a printed matter may be the 
same even if observation light is changed. However, a 
correction technique for such color matching has not yet 
been developed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the present invention is to provide a 
reproduced color correction system for correcting a percep- 
tual color of a printed matter so that the color of the printed 
matter may be the same even under illuminams of different 
color temperatures. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for converting X,Y,Z; L*a*b*; or 
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L*u*v colorimetric values of a color image to R,G,B; 
C,M,Y; or C,M,Y,K, color separation values, the apparatus 
comprising: a plurality of convening means for converting 
the colorimetric values of the colored original which is 
obtained-under a specific illuminant to the color separation 5 
values under a plurality of observation illuminants; means 
for selecting one of the plurality of transformation means; 
and means for outputling the color image based on the color 
separation value obtained by the converting means selected 
by the selecting means. ]0 

According to a second aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for converting X,Y,Z; L*a*b*; or 
L*u*v* colorimetric values of a color image to R,G,B; 
C,M,Y; or C,M,Y,K, color separation values, the apparatus 
comprising: a plurality of converting means for converting 
the colorimetric values of the colored original which is 
obtained under a plurality of illuminants to the color sepa- 
ration values under a plurality of observation illuminants; 
means for selecting one of the plurality of transformation 
means; and means for outputling the color image based on 
the color separation value obtained by the converting means 20 
selected by the selecting means. 

According to a third aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for converting X,Y,Z; L,a,b*; or 
L*u*v* colorimetric values of a color image to R,G,B; 
CtM,Y; or C,M,Y,K, color separation values, the apparatus 25 
comprising: a neural network for converting the colorimetric 
values to the color separation values, the neural network 
having neurons connected to each other via given weights; 
means for storing plural sets of weights which make the 
neural network convert the colorimetric values of the color 30 
image which is obtained under a specific illuminant to plural 
color separation values under plural observation illuminants; 
means for selectively supplying one of the sets of weights 
stored in the storing means to the neural network in accor- 
dance with an observation illuminant; and means for out- 35 
putting the color image based on the color separation value 
obtained by the neural network supplied with the set of 
weights selected by the selecting means. 

The transformation means having the above structure may 
comprise a multilayered feed-forward type neural network, ^ 
or look-up table for obtaining interpolation values. The 
illuminant to be selected may be one of sources consisting 
of a D illuminant with color temperatures of 4000 to 
20000[K], fluorescent lamp illuminants of standards Fl to 
F12, an A illuminant a B illuminant, and a C illuminant. 

There are two processes for selecting the transformation 
means: a manual selection process by an operator, and an 
automatic selection process based on a measured result of 
external illuminant light by use of a photometer. 

According to the reproduced color correction system of 
the present invention with the above structure, even if the 
viewing condition is changed, the reproduced color can be 
corrected so that the observed reproduced color on the 
printed matter is always the same. Accordingly, even if the 
reproduced color is observed under an illuminant other than 
the standard illuminant, color matching can be performed 55 
easily. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be 
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be 
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice 
of the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention 60 
may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumen- 
talities and combinations particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims, 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

65 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in 
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate presently 
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preferred embodiments of the invention, and together with 
the genera] description given above and the detailed descrip- 
tion of the preferred embodiments given below, serve to 
explain the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a color trans- 
formation technique using a conventional neural network; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a sample of a 
conventional look-up table method accompanied with an 
interpolation; 

FIG. 3 shows a structure of a reproduced color correction 
system according to first and second embodiments of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a first relationship between a colorimet- 
ric value and a color separation value; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a second relationship between a colo- 
rimetric value and a color separation value; 

FIG. 6 shows a structure of a reproduced color correction 
system according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 7 shows a structure of a reproduced color correction 
system according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating a prism interpo- 
lation method in the fourth embodiment; 

FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating an operation of the first 
and second embodiments; 

FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating an operation of the third 
embodiment; and 

FIG. 11 is a flow chart illustrating an operation of the 
fourth embodiment 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 3 shows an entire structure of a reproduced color 
correction apparatus according to first and second embodi- 
ments of the present invention. At first, the first embodiment 
will be described. As is shown in FIG. 3, the reproduced"" 1 
color correction apparatus includes an external photometer 
31. The external photometer 31 receives external illuminant 
light and measures a color temperature or a spectral distri- 
bution of the illuminant light. The illuminant light received j 
by the photometer 31 is a reference illuminant light 
employed when a printed matter to be output is observed. 
The external photometer 31 sends a signal representing the 
spectral distribution of the measured illuminant to a work- 
station 32. 

The workstation 32 comprises a body 32a and a display 
32£ for displaying various information. The body 32a is 
connected to an input device 32c manipulated by an operator 
(user). The body 32a receives a signal from the externaF*" 
photometer 31 a nd determines which type of standard ill u- 
minant corresponds to the illuminant received by the exter- 
nal photometer 31. More specifically, the body 32a has 
table, etc. which stores a spectral distribution of each of a 
plurality of types of illuminants, and a determination unit 
(not shown) for determining the illuminant corresponding to 
the received illuminant with respect to these spectral distri- 
butions. Accordingly, the determination unit receives a sig- 
nal from the external photometer 31 and determines the type 
of the associated illuminant by reference to the table, etc. 
The types of illuminants prepared are, e.g. a D illuminant 
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with a color temperature of 4000 to 20000 (K), fluorescent 
lamp illuminants of Fl to F12, an A illuminant, a B illumi- 
nant, a C illuminant, etc. In the present embodiment, as 
shown in FIG. 3, there are provided a plurality of types of 
standard illuminants such as a D50 illuminant, a D65 5 
illurninant an A illuminant, eta which arc needed for the 
user's observation. 

The above description is directed to the case where the 
associated standard illuminant is determined automatically 
on the basis of the signal from the external photometer 31. 
In this case, the external photometer 31 is required to 
determine the type of the standard illurninant On the other 
hand, if the user understands the type of the standard 
illuminant employed as a reference illuminant for observa- 
tion, the user (or operator) sends a command signal to the 
body 32a by means of the input device 32c, thereby manu- 
ally designating the type of the associated standard illumi- 
nant. In this case, the external photometer 31 is not required. 
Accordingly, there are two processes for determining the 

f standard illuminant. After determining the type of the stan- 
dard illuminant, the station body 32a sends a selection signal 
"s" representi ng the determined type of standard illuminant 
to a neural network management unit 3. 
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The body 32a includes a storage unit (not shown) for 
storing image information needed for printing. The stored 
image information contains colori metric value data. The 
colorimetric value data is preset with a specific standard 
illurninant used as a reference source (e.g. the D50 illumi- 
nant used as a reference source). In this case, the colorimet- 
ric value means a coordinate value in a uniform color space 
such as "CIE XYZ" "CIE L*a*b*~ or "CIE L*u*v*'\ The 
colorimetric value data is taken out from the storage unit and 
delivered to the neural network management unit 3 as a 
colorimetric value signal "c". 

The neural network management unit 3 comprises feed- 
forward type neural networks 3a, 3b, 3n, etc. associated with 
the D50 illuminant, D65 illuminant, A illuminant, etc. Each 
neural network itself is the same as is used in the above- 
described conventional color transformation technique. 
r^Each neural network inputs a colorimetric value under a 40 
specific illuminant, converts the colorimetric value toa xolor 
s eparation value for the associated illuminajiU a nd outputs 
the converted value. In this case, the color separation value 
means a value of RGB (red-green-blue), CMY (cyan-ma- 
genta-yellow), CMYK (cyan-magcnta-yellow-black), etc. 45 
of, e.g. a color printing device, and this value depends on the 
color printing device. Each neural network has a learning 
function. By the learning function, weighting among neu- 
rons is determined In the case of the learning, in each neural 
network, an input layer is provided with a colorimetric value 5Q 
under a specific illuminant (D50 illuminant), and an output 
layer is provided with a color separation value correspond- 
ing to die colorimetric value under each illuminant. 

The neural network management unit 3 receives the 
selection signal "s" from the workstation 32 and selects an 
associated neural network. The neural network management 
unit 3 delivers the colorimetric signal V* sent from the 
workstation 32 to the input side of the selected neural 
network. As a result, if the selection signal "s" indicates that 
the D50 illuminant has been selected, the D50 illuminant- 
associated neural network 3a is used. If the selection signal 
"s" indicates that the D65 illuminant has been selected, the 
D6S illuminani-associated neural network 3b is used. Simi- 
larly, if the selection signal 'V* indicates that the A illumi- 
nant has been selected, the A illuminant-associated neural 
network 3n is used. Each neural network, when selected, has 
already learnt the transformation procedure for converting 
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the colorimetric value under the specific illuminant (D50 
illuminant in this case) to the color separation value corre- 
sponding to the colorimetric value under each illuminant. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a relationship between the colorimetric^ 
value and color separation value in the above case. Specifi- -y 
cally, the neural network 3a converts the colorimetric value ^ 
associated with the specific illuminant (D50 illuminant) to 
the color separation value associated with the D50 illumi- 
nant. Similarly, the neural network 3b converts the colori- 
metric value associated with the specific illuminant (D50 
illuminant) to the color separation value associated with the 
D65 illuminant, and the neural network 3n converts the 
colorimetric value associated with the specific illuminant 
(D50 illuminant) to the color separation value associated 
with the A illuminant. 

Refer again to FIG. 3. For example, when the A illumi- 
nant-associated neural network 3n is selected among the 
provided neural networks, the neural network 3n which has 
completed the learning operation receives the colorimetric 
value set with reference to the D50 illuminant and generates 
the A illuminant-associated color separation value. The 
neural network management unit 3 sends via a transmitter 
(not shown) the generated color separation value to a color 
printing device 33 as a color separation value signa l "d". 

On the basis of the color separation value signal "d" sent 
from the neural network management unit 3, the color 
printing device 33 outputs a color image. In this case, a 
reproduced color appears on a printed matter. If color 
transformation is performed by the D50 illuminant-associ- 
ated neural network 3a, a D50 illuminant-associated color 
image 33a is output If color transformation is performed by 
the D65 illuminant-associated neural network 3b, a D65 
illuminant-associated color image 33b is output. Similarly, if 
color transformation is performed by the A illuminant- 
associated neural network 3n, an A illuminant-associated J 
color image 33n is output 

It should be noted that the neural network management 
unit 3 can be housed in the body 32a. 

The operation of the first embodiment will now be 
described with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 9. 

Illuminant light radiated from an external illuminant is r 
taken into the external photometer 31 and measured (step 1 
S 1). The measured data is sent to the workstation 32 and the 1 
type of the external illuminant is determined (step S2). The ] 
neural network corresponding to the type of the illuminant 
is selected (step S3). The transformation function of each 
neural network has completed a learning process. The colo- 
rimetric value data set with reference to the specific illumi- 
nant (D50 illurninant) is taken out from the storage unit of 
the workstation 32 (step S4). The taken-oul colorimetric 
value data is input to the selected neural network (step S5). 
The colorimetric value is converted to a color separation 
value by the selected neural network (step S6). The color 
separation value data is output from the neural network (step 
S7). The generated color separation value data is transmitted 
to the color printing device 33 (step S8). The color printing 
device 33 prints out a color image (step S9). Thus, the 
reproduced color in the case where the above illuminant is 
used as a reference source for observation is obtained. In this 
process the external photometer 31 is used. If the user selects 
and designates the type of the illuminant manually through 
the workstation, steps SI and S2 are omitted since there is 
no need to determine the type of the illuminant. 

As has been described above, in the first embodiment, 
there are provided neural networks for converting the colo- 
rimetric values under the specific illuminant to the color 
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separation values under various illuminants, a suitable one 
of the neural networks may be selected and desired color 
transformation can be performed. Accordingly, even if the 
illuminant for observation reference is changed, the color 
matching can be effected so that the color of the printed 5 
matter at the time of observation may be unchanged. 

A second embodiment of the present invention will now 
be described. 

The second embodiment, too, will be described with 
reference to FIG. 3 which has been referred to in connection 10 
with the first embodiment. Like the first embodiment, the 
reproduced color correction apparatus includes an external 
photometer 31. The external photometer 31 receives exter- 
nal illuminant light and measures a color temperature of the 
illuminant light. The illuminant light received by the pho- 15 
tometer 31 is a reference illuminant light employed when a 
printed matter to be output is observed. The external pho- 
tometer 31 sends a signal representing a spectral distribution 
of the measured illuminant to a workstation 32. 

The workstation 32 comprises a body 32a and a display 20 
32b for displaying various information. The body 32a is 
connected to an input device 32c manipulated by an operator 
(user). The body 32a receives a signal from the external 
photometer 31 and determines which type of standard illu- 
minant corresponds to the illuminant received by the exter- 25 
rial photometer 31. More specifically, the body 32a has a 
table, etc. which stores a spectral distribution of each of a 
plurality of types of standard illuminants, and a determina- 
tion unit (not shown) for determining the standard illuminant 
corresponding to the received illuminant with respect to 30 
these spectral distributions. Accordingly, the determination 
unit receives a signal from the external photometer 31 and 
determines the type of the associated standard illuminant by 
reference to the table, etc. The types of illuminants prepared 
are, e.g. a D illuminant with a color temperature of 4000 to 33 
20000 (K), fluorescent lamp illuminants of Fl to F12, an A 
illuminant, a B illuminant, a C light source, etc. In the 
present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3, there are provided 
a plurality of types of standard illuminants such as a D50 
illuminant, a D65 illuminant, an A illuminant, etc. which are 
needed for the user's observation. 

This structure is the same as in the first embodiment In 
addition, like the first embodiment, there are two processes 
for determining the standard illuminant. According to one 45 
process, the associated standard illuminant is determined 
automatically on the basis of the signal from the external 
photometer 31. According to the other process, the user 
sends a command signal to the body 32a by means of the 
input device 32c, thereby manually designating the type of ^ 
the associated standard illuminant. 

After determining the type of the standard illuminant, the 
station body 32a sends a selection signal "s" representing 
the determined type of standard illuminant to a neural 
network management unit 3. 55 

The body 32a includes a storage unit (not shown) for 
storing image information needed for printing. The stored 
image information contains colon metric value data. In this 
case, the kind of coiorimetric value data is different from that 
in the first embodiment. In the first embodiment the colo- 60 
rimetric value data is preset with reference to the specific 
standard illuminant (D50 illuminant), whereas in the second 
embodiment the coiorimetric value data consists of several 
kinds of data items preset with reference to the various 
illuminants (D50 illuminant, D65 illuminant, A illuminant, 65 
etc.). Thus, the storage unit in the body 32a stores these 
kinds of coiorimetric value data items. For example, when 
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the A illuminant is selected, an A illuminant-associated 
coiorimetric value data is taken out from the storage unit and 
sent to the neural network management unit 3 as a coiori- 
metric value signal **c'\ 

The neural network management unit 3 comprises feed- 
forward type neural networks 3a', 3b', 3n\ etc. (reference 
numerals different from those shown in FIG. 3 are used for 
distinction from the first embodiment) associated with the 
D50 illuminant, D65 illuminant, A illuminant, etc. Each 
neural network itself is the same as is used in the above- 
described conventional color transformation technique. 
Neural networks input coiorimetric values under mutually 
different illuminants, convert the coiorimetric values to 
color separation values for the associated illuminants, and 
output the converted values. Each neural network has a 
learning function. By the learning function, weighting 
among neurons is determined. In the case of the learning, in 
the respective neural network, input layers are provided with 
coiorimetric values under specific illuminants, and output 
layers are provided with color separation values under the 
associated illuminants. 

The neural network management unit 3 receives the 
selection signal **s" from the workstation 32 and selects an 
associated neural network. The neural network management 
unit 3 delivers the coiorimetric signal "c" sent from the 
workstation 32 to the input side of the selected neural 
network. As a result, if the selection signal "5" indicates that 
the D50 illuminant has been selected, the D50 illuminant- 
associated neural network 3a is used. If the selection signal 
"s" indicates that the D65 illuminant has been selected, the 
D65 illuminant-associated neural network 3b is used. Simi- 
larly, if the selection signal "s" indicates that the A illumi- 
nant has been selected, the A illuminant-associated neural 
network 3n is used. Each neural network, when selected, has 
already learnt the transformation procedure for converting 
the coiorimetric value under the individually associated 
illuminant to the color separation value under the individu- 
ally associated illuminant. 

As is illustrated in FIG. 5, the respective neural networks 
receive coiorimetric values under mutually different illumi- 
nants and generate color separation values under these 
illuminants. Specifically, the neural network 3a' for the D50 
illuminant receives the coiorimetric value associated with 
the D50 illuminant and generates the color separation value 
associated with the D50 illuminant. Similarly, the neural 
network 3b' for the D65 illuminant receives the coiorimetric 
value associated with the D65 illuminant and generates the 
color separation value associated with the D65 illuminant, 
and the neural network 3n for the A illuminant receives the 
coiorimetric value associated with the A illuminant and 
generates the color separation value associated with the A 
illuminant. 

Refer again to FIG. 3. For example, when the A illumi- 
nant-associated neural network 3n is selected among the 
provided neural networks, the neural network 3n which has 
completed the learning operation receives the coiorimetric 
value set with reference to the A illuminant and generates the 
A illuminant-associated color separation value. The neural 
network management unit 3 sends via a transmitter (not 
shown) the generated color separation value to a color 
printing device 33 as a color separation value signal "d". 

On the basis of the color separation value signal "d" sent 
from the neural network management unit 3, the color 
printing device 33 outputs a color image. In this case, a 
reproduced color T appears on a printed matter. If color trans- 
formation is performed by the D50 illuminant-associated 
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neural network 3a, a D50 illuminant-associated color image 
33a is output If color transformation is performed by the 
D65 illuminant-associated neural network 3b, a D65 illumi- 
nant-associated color image 33b is output Similarly, if color 
transformation is performed by the A illuminant-associated 5 
neural network 3n, an A illuminant-associated color image 
33/i is output 

It should be noted that the neural network management 
unit 3 can be housed in the body 32a. 

The operation of the second embodiment will now be 10 
described with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 9. 

Illuminant light radiated from an external illuminant is 
taken into the external photometer 31 and measured (step 
SI). The measured data is sent to the workstation 32 and the 
type of the external illuminant is determined (step S2) The 15 
neural network corresponding to the type of the illuminant 
is selected (step S3). The transformation function of each 
neural network has completed a learning process. The colo- 
rimetric value data associated with the type of the illuminant 
is taken out from the storage unit of the workstation 32 (step 20 
S4). The taker-out colorimetric value data is input to the 
selected neural network (step S5). The colorimetric value is 
converted to a color separation value by the selected neural 
network (step S6). The color separation value data is output 
from the neural network (step S7). The generated color 25 
separation value data is transmitted to the color printing 
device 33 (step S8), The color printing device 33 prints out 
a color image (step S9). Thus, the reproduced color in the 
case where the above illuminant is used as a reference source 
for observation is obtained. In this process the external 30 
photometer 31 is used. If the user selects and designates the 
type of the illuminant manually through the workstation, 
steps SI and S2 are omitted since there is no need to 
determine the type of the illuminant 

As has been described above, in the second embodiment, 35 
there are provided neural networks for converting the colo- 
rimetric values under the mutually different illuminants to 
the color separation values under these illuminants, a suit- 
able one of the neural networks may be selected and desired 
color transformation can be performed. Accordingly, even if 40 
the illuminant for observation reference is changed, the color 
matching can be effected so that the color of the printed 
matter at the time of observation may be unchanged. 

A third embodiment of the present invention will now be 43 
described. 

FIG. 6 shows an entire structure of a reproduced color 
correction apparatus according to the third embodiment of 
the invention. In FIG. 6, the structures and functions of the 
external photometer 31, workstation 32 and input device 32c 50 
are the same as those in the first embodiment After deter- 
mining the standard illuminant, the body 32a sends to a 
neural network management unit 6 a selection signal "s" 
representing the type of the determined standard illuminant 
The storage unit in the body 32a stores colorimetric value 33 
data set in advance with reference to a specific standard 
illuminant. The colorimetric value data is taken out from the 
storage unit and sent to the neural network management unit 
6 as a colorimetric value signal *'c". 

The neural network management unit 6 includes a feed- 60 
forward type neural network 6a and also includes memories 
61, 62 and 63 for storing weighting coefficients for deter- 
mining the weighting among neurons in the neural network 
6a. The weighting coefficients stored in the memory 61 is 
used to convert the colorimetric value under a specific 65 
illuminant (D50 illuminant in this case) to the color sepa- 
ration value under the D50 illuminant. The weighting coef- 
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Mcients stored in the memory 62 are used to convert the 
colorimetric value under the specific illuminant (D50 illu- 
minant) to the color separation value under the D6S illumi- 
nant Similarly, the weighting coefficients stored in the 
memory 63 are used to convert the colorimetric value under 
a specific illuminant (D50 illuminant in this case) to the 
color separation value under the A illuminant 

The neural network management unit 6 receives a selec- 
tion signal "s" from the workstation 32 and selects the 
associated memory. If the selection signal 'V indicates that 
the D50 illuminant has been selected, the D50 illuminant- 
associated memory 61 is selected. If the selection signal "s" 
indicates that the D65 illuminant has been selected, the D65 
illuminant-associated memory 62 is selected. Similarly, if 
the selection signal "s" indicates that the A illuminant has 
been selected, the A illuminant-associaied memory 63 is 
selected. The neural network management unit 6 delivers the 
weighting coefficients stored in the selected memory to the 
neural network 6a. Thereby, the learning of the neural 
network 6a is performed. 

The neural network management unit 6 delivers the 
colorimetric signal "c" sent from the workstation 32 to the 
input side of the neural network 6a. 

For example, if the A illuminant-associated memory 63 is 
selected among the provided memories, the neural network 
6a receives, after completion of learning, the colorimetric 
value set with reference to the D50 illuminant and generates 
an A illuminant-associated color separation value. The neu- 
ral network management unit 6 delivers via a transmission 
unit (not shown) the generated color separation value to the 
color printing device 33 as a color separation value signal 
"d". 

On the basis of the color separation value signal "d" sent 
from the neural network management unit 6, the color 
printing device 33 outputs a color image. In this case, a 
reproduced color appears on a printed matter. If color 
transformation is performed on the basis of the weighting 
coefficients stared in the D50 illuminant-associated memory 
61, a D50 ilhuninant-associated color image 33a is output. 
If color transformation is performed on the basis of the 
weighting coefficients stored in the D65 illuminant-associ- 
ated memory 62, a D65 illuminant-associated color image 
33b is output Similarly, if color transformation is performed 
on die basis of the weighting coefficients stored in the A 
illuminant-associated memory 63, an A illuminant-associ- 
ated color image 33n is output 

It should be noted that the neural network management 
unit 6 can be housed in the body 32a. 

The operation of the third embodiment will now be 
described with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 10. 

Illuminant light radiated from an external illuminant is 
taken into the external photometer 31 and measured (step 
S31). The measured data is sent to the workstation 32 and 
the type of the external illuminant is determined (step S32). 
The memory corresponding to the type of the illuminant is 
selected (step S33). The weighting coefficients stored in the 
selected memory are delivered to the neural network 6a 
(step S34). The colorimetric value data set with reference to 
the specific illuminant (D50 illuminant) is taken out from the 
storage unit of the workstation 32 (step S35). The taken-out 
colorimetric value data is input to the neural network 6a 
(step S36). The colorimetric value is converted to a color 
separation value by the neural network 6a (step S37). The 
color separation value data is output from the neural network 
6a (step S38). The generated color separation value data is 
transmitted to the color printing device 33 (step S39). The 
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color printing device 33 prints out a color image (step S40). 
Thus, the reproduced color in the case where the above 
illuminani is used as a reference source for observation is 
obtained. In this process the external photometer 31 is used. 
If the user selects and designates the type of the illuminant 5 
manually through the workstation, steps SI and S2 are 
omitted since there is no need to determine the type of the 
illuminant. 

As has been described above, in the third embodiment, 
there is no need to provide a plurality of neural networks. 10 
Only by providing a single neural network and a necessary 
number of weighting coefficient memories, desired color 
transformation can be performed. Accordingly, like the first 
and second embodiments, even if the illuminant for obser- 
vation reference is changed, the color matching can be 15 
effected so that the color of the printed matter at the time of 
observation may be unchanged. 

A fourth embodiment of the present invention will now be 
described. 

FIG. 7 shows a structure of a system using a look-up table. 
In FIG. 7, the reproduced color correction system shown in 
FIG. 3 is modified such that the neural network management 
unit 3 is replaced by a look-up table management unit 
(hereinafter referred to as "LUT management unit") which 
will be described later. 

In FIG. 7, the structures and functions of the external 
photometer 31, workstation 32 and input device 32c are the 
same as those in the first embodiment. Accordingly, after 
determining the standard illuminant, the body 32a sends a ^ 
selection signal "s" representing the type of the determined 
illuminant to an LUT management unit 7. The storage unit 
provided within the body 32a stores col ori metric value data 
preset with reference to the specific standard illuminant. The 
colori metric value data is read out from the storage unit and 35 
sent to the LUT management unit 7 as a colori metric value 
signal V\ 

The LUT management unit 7 comprises look-up tables 
(LUT) 7a, lb, In, etc. corresponding to the D50 illuminant, 
D65 illuminant, A illuminant etc., and also comprises an 40 
interpolator 71 for calculating an interpolation value on an 
as-needed basis. Each LUT itself is the same as is used in the 
above-described conventional color transformation tech- 
nique. In order to perform interpolation of higher precision, 
the interpolator 71 adopts a prism interpolation method 45 
which is obtained by further developing the above-devel- 
oped interpolation method. This prism interpolation method 
is a well-known art 

The prism interpolation method will now be described. 
For example, suppose an input color space of a color system 50 
expressed by L*A*B*. A given color in this input color 
space is converted to a color in another color space. FIG. 8 
represents an input color space defined by three axes inter- 
secting one another at right angles. As is shown in FIG. 8, 
each axis in the input color space is equally divided into 55 
eight regions. In this case, the input color space comprises 
9x9x9=729 lattice points. There is provided a look-up table 
for establishing correspondency between input colors and 
output colors at the respective lattice points. By using the 
look-up table, an output color is derived from an input color 60 
at each lattice point. On the other hand, an output color is 
generated by interpolation from an input color at a position 
surrounded by lattice points. At first, one unit cube in the 
input color space is divided into two parts by a plane parallel 
to the Y-axis. Thereby, two triangular poles are prepared. 65 
Output colors at six points constituting each triangular pole 
are weighted and added, thereby performing interpolation. 



On the basis of the output values thus obtained, a desired 
color separation value is obtained. 

The LUT management unit 7 receives the selection signal 
"s" sent from the workstation 32 and selects the associated 
LUT. Besides, the LUT management unit 7 receives the 
colorimetric value signal "c" sent from the workstation 32 
and refers to the selected LUT. As a result, if the selection 
signal V* indicates the case where the D50 illuminant has 
been selected, the LU17a associated with the D50 illumi- 
nant is referred to. If the selection signal "s" indicates the 
case where the D75 illuminant has been selected, the LUT76 
associated with the D65 illuminant is referred to. Similarly, 
if the selection signal "s" indicates the case where the A 
illuminant has been selected, the LUT7n associated with the 
A illuminant is referred to. In each LUT at the time it is 
selected, correspondency between a colorimetric value 
under a specific illuminant (D50 illuminant in this case) and 
a color separation value under each illuminant has been 
established. 

The relationship between the colorimetric value and color 
separation value in this case will now be described with 
reference to FIG. 4. In the following description, elements 
3a, 36 and 3n in FIG. 4 are replaced with 7a, lb and In. The 
LUT 7a is referred to when a color separation value under 
the D50 illuminant is derived from a colorimetric value 
under the specific illuminant (D50 illuminant). The LUT 7b 
is referred to when a color separation value under the D65 
illuminant is derived from a colorimetric value under the 
specific illuminant (D50 illuminant). Similarly, the LUT In 
is referred to when a color separation value under the A 
illuminant is derived from a colorimetric value under the 
specific illuminant (D50 illuminant). 

Refer back to FIG. 7. For example, when the LUT In 
associated with the A illuminant has been selected among 
the provided LUTs, the LUT management unit 7 refers to the 
LUT 7/i and derives the A illuminant-associated color sepa- 
ration value from the colorimetric value set with reference to 
the D50 illuminant The LUT management unit 7 sends the 
generated color separation value via a transmitter (not 
shown) to the color printing device 33 as a color separation 
value signal "d". 

On the basis of the color separation signal "d" sent from 
the LUT management unit 7, the color printing device 33 
outputs a color image. In this case, a reproduced color 
appears on a printed matter. If color transformation is 
performed by the D50 illuminant-associated LUT 7a, a D50 
illuminant-associated color image 33a is output. If color 
transformation is performed by the D65 illuminant-associ- 
ated LUT lb, a D65 illuminant-associated color image 33b 
is output Similarly, if color transformation is performed by 
the A illuminant-associated LUT 7n, an A illuminant-asso- 
ciated color image 33n is output. 

It should be noted that the LUT management unit 7 can be 
housed in the body 32a 

The operation of the fourth embodiment will now be 
described with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 11. 

Illuminant light radiated from an external illuminant is 
taken into the external photometer 31 and measured (step 
S41). The measured data is sent to the workstation 32 and 
the type of the external illuminant is determined (step S42). 
The LUT corresponding to the type of the illuminant is 
selected (step S43). The colorimetric value data set with 
reference to the specific illuminant (D50 illuminant) is taken 
out from the storage unit of the workstation 32 (step S44). 
The selected LUT is referred to (step S45). A color separa- 
tion value is derived from the colorimetric value by the 
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selected LUT (step S46). An interpolation calculation is 
performed by the interpolator 61 on an as-needed basis. The 
obtained generated color separation value data is sent to the 
color printing device 33 (step S47). The color printing 
device 33 prints out a color image (step S48). Thus, the s 
reproduced color in the case where the above illuminant is 
used as a reference source for observation is obtained. In this 
process the external photometer 31 is used. If the user selects 
and designates the type of the illuminant manually through 
the workstation, steps SI and S2 are omitted since there is 10 
no need to determine the type of the illuminant. 

As has been described above, in the fourth embodiment, 
since the LUTs for converting the colorimetric value under 
the specific illuminant to the color separation values under 
various illuminants are provided, desired color transforma- 15 
don can be performed by selecting the proper LUT. In this 
case, the interpolation calculation is performed on an as- 
needed basis. Accordingly, even if the illuminant for obser- 
vation reference is changed, the color matching can be 
effected so that the color of the printed matter at the time of 20 
observation may be unchanged. 

In the fourth embodiment, as shown m FIG. 4, each LUT 
receives the colorimetric value under the specific illuminant 
and derives the color separation value under the associated 
one of the various illurninants. On the other hand, in FIG. 5, 25 
with reference to which the second embodiment was 
described, the neural networks 3a', 3b' and 3n' may be 
replaced with LUTs la\ 7b' and 7n\ Specifically, the D50 
illuminant-associated LUT la' is referred to in order to 
derive the D50 illuminant-associated color separation value 30 
from the D50 illuminant-associated colorimetric value. The 
D65 illuminant-associated LUT 7b f is referred to in order to 
derive the D65 illuminant-associated color separation value 
from the D65 illuminant-associated colorimetric value. 
Similarly, the A illuminant-associated LUT In ' is referred to 35 
in order to derive the A illuminant-associated color separa- 
tion value from the A illuminant-associated colorimetric 
value. In the case of using the LUTs, like the case of using 
the neural networks, both modes shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 
may be adopted. ^ 

In this embodiment, the inventor performed the color 
transformation by using a Sun Workstation (manufactured 
by Sun) as workstation 32. In this case, both the neural 
networks and the look-up tables for obtaining interpolation 45 
values were used In addition, a CLC-500 (manufactured by 
Canon) was used as color printing device 33 to obtain a color 
separation value corresponding to the illuminant of a color 
chart. With the D65 illuminant and A illuminant used for 
observation reference, images were output In the D65 ^ 
illuminant-associated light booth and A illuminant-associ- 
ated light booth, the inventor compared corresponding 
printed matters by the naked eye. As a result, it was 
confirmed that the reproduced colors of the respective 
printed matters were the same. 5j 

As has been described above in detail, according to the 
present invention, various working modes were adopted as 
disclosed in the above embodiments. Moreover, in each 
embodiment, appropriate color transformation can be per- 
formed selectively. Thus, even if the viewing condition is $o 
changed, exact and easy color matching can be performed 
with no change in observed colors. 

Additional advantages and modifications will readily 
occur to those skilled in the art Therefore, the invention in 
its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details, and 65 
representative devices, shown and described herein. Accord- 
ingly, various modifications may be made without departing 



from the spirit or scope of the general inventive concept as 
defined by the appended claims and their equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 

1. An apparatus for converting X,Y,Z; L*a*b*; or L*u*v* 
colorimetric values of an original color image to R,G,B; 
C,M,Y; or C,M,Y»JC color separation values, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of converting means for converting the colo- 
rimetric values of the original color image which has 
been obtained under a specific illuminant to the color 
separation values under a plurality of observation illu- 
minants differing in types; 

means for selecting one of said plurality of converting 
means; and 

means for outputting the color image based on the color 
separation value obtained by said converting means 
selected by said selecting means, each of said plurality 
of converting means converting colorimetric values 
such that observed colors of the color image output by 
said outputting means under the corresponding illumi- 
nant match with colors of the original color image. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
selecting means comprises input means operated by an 
operator. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
selecting means comprises photometer means for determin- 
ing the types of the illuminants and means for selecting one 
of said plurality of converting means based on a determi- 
nation result by said photometer means. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein each of 
said plurality of converting means comprises a multilayered 
feed-forward type neural network. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein each of 
said plurality of converting means comprises a look-up 
table. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
plurality of converting means comprises means for convert- 
ing at least one of colorimetric values under a D illuminant 
with color temperatures of 4000 to 20000[k], fluorescent 
lamp illuminants of standards Fl to F12, an A illuminant, a 
B illuminant, and a C illuminant. 

7. An apparatus for converting X,Y,Z; L*a*b*; or L*u*v* 
colorimetric values of an original color image to R,G,B; 
C,M,Y; or CM,Y,K, color separation values, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of converting means for converting the colo- 
rimetric values of the original color image which has 
been obtained under a plurality of illuminants to the 
color separation values under a plurality of observation 
illuminants differing in types; 

means for selecting one of said plurality of converting 
means; and 

means for outputting the color image based on the color 
separation value obtained by said converting means 
selected by said selecting means, each of said plurality 
of converting means converting colorimetric values 
such that observed colors of the color image output by 
said outputting means under the corresponding illumi- 
nant match with colors of the corresponding original 
color image. 

8. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
selecting means comprises input means operated by an 
operator. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
selecting means comprises photometer means for determin- 
ing the types of the illuminants and means for selecting one 
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of said plurality of converting means based on a determi- 
nation result by said photometer means. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein each of 
said plurality of convening means comprises a multilayered 
feed- forward type neural network:. 5 

11. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein each of 
said plurality of converting means comprises a look-up 
table. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
plurality of converting means comprises means for convert- 10 
tng at least one of colorimetric values under a D illuminant 
with color temperatures of 4000 to 20000[k], fluorescent 
lamp illuminants of standards Fl to F12, an A illuminant, a 

B illuminant, and a C illuminant 

13. An apparatus for converting X,Y,Z; L*a*b*; or is 
L*u*v* colorimetric values of an original color image to 
R,G3; C,M,Y; or C,M,Y,K, color separation values, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a neutral network for converting the colorimetric values to 
the color separation values, the neural network having 20 
neurons connected to each other via given weights; 

means for storing plural sets of weights which make said 
neural network convert the colorimetric values of the 
original color image which has been obtained under a 
specific illuminant to plural color separation values 25 
under plural observation illuminants differing in types; 

means for selectively supplying one of the sets of weights 
stored in said storing means to said neural network in 
accordance with an observation illuminant; and ^ 

means for outputting the color image based on the color 
separation value obtained by said neural network sup- 
plied with the set of weights selected by said selecting 
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means, each of said plural sets of weights making the 
neural network convert colorimetric values such that 
observed colors of the color image output by said 
outputting means under the corresponding illuminant 
match with colors of the original color image. 

14, An apparatus for converting x,Y,Z; L*a*b*; or 
L*u*v* colorimetric values of an original color image to 
R,G,B; C,M,Y; or C^Y.K, color separation values, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a neural network for converting the colorimetric values to 
the color separation values, the neural network having 
neurons connected to each other via given weights; 

means for storing plural sets of weights which make said 
neural network convert the colorimetric values of the 
original color image which has been obtained under 
plural illuminants to plural color separation values 
under plural observation illuminants differing in types; 

means for selectively supplying one of the sets of weights 
stored in said storing means to said neural network in 
accordance with an observation illuminant; and 

means for outputting the color image based on the color 
separation value obtained by said neural network sup- 
plied with the set of weights selected by said selecting 
means, each of said plural sets of weights causing said 
neural network to convert colorimetric values such that 
observed colors of the color image output by said 
outputting means under the corresponding illuminant 
match with colors of the corresponding original color 
image. 

***** 
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